
2A. THE SCRIPTURAL CASES OF APOSTASY: 5-7 

3A. THE SUMMARY CASTIGATION OF THE APOSTATES: 8-10 

The three O.T. illustrations of apostasy set forth three characteristics of 
apostasy in Jude's day, characteristics which will also exist in the Church 
in the last days before the Lord returns to execute judgment upon all (v. 15). 

lb. The debauched dreamers: 8 

8 Likewise also these filthy dream­
ers defile the flesh, despise domin­
ion, and speak evil of .dignities. 
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Jude has already characterized these apostates in his day and in the latter 
days �s those who are guilty of-impiety,. immorality ·and ·irreligiosity. Now 
he offers cd:litional detail. He describes the acts of these apostates with the 
three verbs: pollute, reject and slander. These verbs serve as a comparison 
of the apostates with the unbelieving Israelites (v. 5), the rebellious 
angels (v. 6) and t�e perverted Sodomites (v. 7). 

The term "likewise" links verse 8 with the foregoing section and the term 
"also these" places these intruders in the same tragic category. 

le. They are dreamers of defilement: Sa 

They dream or see delusions. The participle "dreaming" appears to be 
a reference to the empty speculations of these men. Jude perhaps has 
the Septuagint (LXX) version of Is. 54:10 in mind which speaks of dogs 
that dream and make noise in their sleep. Dreaming could also be "·a 
metaphorical description: they live in a subjective dream world of 
unreality . . . They substituted the unreal world of their fancies for 
the real world of divine truth and righteousness." (Hiebert, p. 242-243). 
The word dreamer applies to all three actions. They defile the flesh, 
despise dominions and degrade dignitaries. The verbs are in the-present 
tense and middle voice, indicate their continuing condition resulting 
in self-gratification. 

By defiling the flesh, they not only-defile themselves but others. The 
defilement is not restricted to the·physical�body but extends to the 
moral nature as well. In Tit. 1:15 and Heb. 12:15 the verb denotes 
moral impurity. Not being satisfied to be polluted themselves, they 
drag others into their moral defilement. Their action is reminiscent 
of Satan who drew one third of the stars of heaven with him. (Rev. 12:4) 

2c. They are despisers of dominion: Sb 

They set at nought dominion. The word used is kurioteta, derived from 
the word ''Lord" (kurios) , hence ruling power or dominion. The reference 
here may be to (1) secular powers, (2) ecclesiastical offices, as well 
as (3) angelic rank. Hiebert suggests that the term refers to Christ·'s 
authority over the lives of His people (p. 245). While in 2 Pet. 2:lOa 
they despi'se dominion, in Jude 8 this inner attitude becomes an action 
of a stubborn refusal to recognize divine authority. It is a continuous 
rebelling against the Lord's authority as the apostates themselves are 
the only authority which they recognize. 



2b. 

Coder rightly sees a similar situation of rebellion against the Lord 
and His authoritative Word today: 

"Never before has there been such a concentrated assault upon 
the Person of Christ, as has been unleashed within the present 
century in the religious press and in the spoken utterances of 
many religious leaders. Men rail not only against the deity 
of the Prince of glory; they speak out against what is written 
about the purpose of His death, oppose the truth of nearly every 
other historic basis of Christianity. 

If we were to look for further illustrations of the truth of 
this third characteristic of apostasy, we would find wide-
spread ridiculing even of the existence of the personal Devil, 
who is revealed in the Bible as the god of this world. We would 
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find Moses called a man who could not even write; Isaiah scoffingly 
given the name "Deutero-Isaiah''; Daniel described as a man who 
never even existed; the writers of the Gospels accused of false­
hood; the apostle Paul referred to as a false teacher. Men and 
institutions truly honoring and obeying God in this generation are 
attacked and accused of all manner of evil." (p. 56) 

3c. They are degraders of dignitaries: Be 

The term "and rail at dignities" is a difficult one. The particle 
de sets off the phrase, making the action different from the preceding 
�e. The dignities are, literally, glories (doxas), a reference to 
majestic, illustrious persons. The probable personages may be the 
civil magistrates or ecclesiastic leaders but the context and the 
similarity with 2 Pet. 2:10-11 would indicate that doxas denotes a 
class of angeliG beings, perhaps the holy angels. 

Green suggests tl;iat these irreverent infidels "became disenchanted

with the whole notion of angels, and regarded such enlightened 
Christians as themselves as emancipated from such primitive ideas. 
Perhaps they scoffed at the very existence of transcendent powers of 
evil. Perhaps they blasphemed the angels as agents of the Demiurge 
(the inferior god of creation) if they were at all far advanced along 
the road to developed Gnosticism. They could well have blasphemed 
by adducing the (fallen) angels as examples of and encouragements 
to fornication. Perhaps the orthodox reproached them with having 
fallen, in their immorality, under diabolical powers, to which they 
returned a mocking answer, regarding such powers, if they existed, 
as utterly impotent over themselves." (p. 169) 

The irreverent .railing (blaspheming, blasphemousin) of holy angels 
by the apostate:•'3 in verse 8 stands in striking contrast to the 
respect Michael the archangel shows to Satan in verse 9. 

The abominable accusers: 9 
9 Yet Mi' chael the archangel, when 

contending with the devil he disputed 

le. The implication of the verse: about the body of Mo' �es, durst llQt
bring against him a railing accusa-

The actions and attitudes of tion, but said, The Lord rebuke thee. 
Michael the archangel are held up to underscore the audacity of the 
abominable accusers. Michael neither displayed a flippant attitude 
toward the Devil nor gave a rude answer to him. Both extremes need 
to be avoided in dealing with the satanic and supernatural. Apparently 



the apostates were guilty of one or the other. 

2c. The illustration: 

Whereas these apostates rail against dignities, ·1 Michael did not 
blaspheme the devil while contending with him over the body of 
Moses. The force of-the present middle participle 'diakrinomenos 
shows that the contending was "a·conti,:iued altercation in which 
Michael was engaged with Satan in a prolonged verbal battle, yet 
in which Michael arrogated nothing to himself, archangel though 
he is,. but turned the devil over to the Lord Himself--•The Lord 
rebuke thee l '" (Lawlor, p. 78) _. 

Michael did not venture to bring against Satan any accusation·or 
judgment but treated him with respect, knowing full well Sa.tan's. 
deadly and dangerous nature. During the disputation (dialegoto) 
which raged back and forth, Michael at no time over-stepped the 
bound of his authority. And'yet this is exactly what the apostate 
blasphemers ifr Jude·' s day did. In the words of Lenski: 

"The logic is strong. Mockers, 1nere men, sinners--mighty 
angels, holy, heavenly, yea, Michael the archangel. No 
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provocation, only the mockers' own arrogant unbelief--the 
greatest provocation, even by the devil himself. Outright, 
direct, wilful, insulting blasphemies of Christ's own glories-­
not even a word too much against even the devil. n (p. 638) 

Michael whose name means "Who is like God?" is called here in 
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verse 9 the archangel. He is mentioned 3 times in the Old Testament 
(Dan. 10:12,21; 12:1) and twice in the New Testament (Jude 9; 
Rev. 12:7). He appears to be the special·protector of Israel 
and at the death of Moses, he protects the earthly remains of 
the leader of Israel from the design of the devil ("accuser"). 

It is nowhere disclosed why this confrontation took place. Perhaps 
Satan laid claim to Moses' body since Moses was a murderer (Ex. 2:12). 
Satan as the father of all murderers (Jn. 8:44) demanded his right 
to dispose of Moses' body, having been deprived of Moses the person. 

"Dy Nebo's lonely mountain, 
East of the Jordan's wave, 

In a vale in the land of Moab, 
There lies n lonely grave. 

And no man knows that sepulchre, 
And no man saw it e'er, 

For the angels of God upturned the sod, 
And laid the dead man there. 

"That was the grandest funeral 
That ever passed on earth ; 

Dut no man bend the tramplf ng, 
Or .saw the train go forth: 

Noiselessly as the daylight 
Comes back when night is done, 

And the crimson streak on ocean's cheek 
Grows Into the great sun . 

• • • • 
"This was the truest warrior 

That ever buckled sword, 
This the most gifted poet 

That ever breathed a word. 
Arid never earth's philosopher 

Traced with his golden pen, 

•

On the deathless page, truths half so sage 
As he wrote down for men. 

" And had he not high honor? 
· The hillside for a paJI, 

To lie in state while angels wait, 
With stars for tapers tall, 

And the dark rock-pines, like tossing plumes: 
Over bis bier to wave, 

And Gocl,s own hand, in that lonely land, 
To lay Mm in the grave? 

"In· that strange grave without a name, 
Whence his. uncoffined clay 

Shall break again-0 wondrous thought !­
Defore the judgment-day, 

And stand with glory wrapt around 
on· the hills he never trod, 

And speak of the strife that won our life 
With the incarnate Son of God. 
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"0 lonely grave in Moab's land I 
0 dark Deth-Peor's hill I 

Speak to these curious l1earts of ours, 
And teach them to be still. 

God has his mysteries of grace, 
Ways_ that we cannot tell; 

He hides them deep, like the hidden sleep 
Of him He loved so well." 

MRS. C. F. ALEXANDER. 

(Schaff, Through Bible Lands, 1878, p. 303-304) 



The limits of satanls activities toward the be|iever are set by God.

Especia11y at the vu|nerab|e time of the believer's death′ the "ministering

SPirits,一(Heb. |;|4) are active in beha|f of the saints.工t may be in-

ferred from Jude 9 that angels protect the physica| remains of the

believer.工t is clear|y taught by the Lord that at the moment of death

the ange|s conduct the soul and spirit of the saint into the presence

Of the Lord. Thus christ re|ates that when the poor man Lazarus died′
’’he was carried by the ange|s into Abrahan's bosom・・ (Luke |6:22). what

a b|essed assurance for every be|iever. Especially at the time of death

the Lord envelops His om in His |oving care′ dispatching His specia|

SPirits to minis亡er to our physica| and spiritua| remains.

Deut. 34:5-7

Ange|ic protection of the

Saint-s phy§ica|　remains
Angelic protection of the

Saintis imaterial being

3c. The inspiration;

Two questions need to be answered concerning the event only mentioned

here by Jude. mere did Jude obtain his information?工s the story

亡rue?

Normally the apocryphal book cal|ed the Assun

as∴the source. clementI Origen and

between Judels epistle and the Assu

SayS Jude quotes it

Assu皿 tion of Moses

Of Moses is cited

Didymus refer to

tion of Moses.

They siIや|y indicate that both Jude and the

the similarity

But no!le Of these

SPeak of the sane event′ neVer direct|y stating
●　●　　　●Judels dependency on this apocrypha| book. (Lenski, P. 629)

‾‾‾‾　‾‾ ““‾““‾.重
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Gleason Archer stresses the integrity of the Scriptures at this point 
and the reliability of the account. 

Did Jude err when he cited nonbiblical 
sources? 

It would be a logical fallacy to argue, 
however, that an inspired biblical au­
thor like Jude was strictly limited to the 
contents of the canonical Old Testa­
ment for all valid information as to the 
past. Both Stephen (in Acts 7) and the 
Lord Jesus (in Matt. 23) refer to histor­
ical episodes not recorded. in the Old 
Testament. Apparently there was a 
valid and accurate body of oral tradi­
tion available to believers in the New 
Testament period; and under the 
guidance of the Hbly Spirit, they were 
perfectly able to report such occur­
rences in connection w-ith their Leach­
ing ministry. We are to deduce from 
this passage, then, that there was such 

. a contest.�aged by the representatives 
of heaven and hell over the body of 
Moses. 
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Jude 9 and Jude 14 are the passages 
that raise this question. Verse 9 refers 
to a controversy between the archangel 
Michael and the Devil in regard to the 
disposition of the body of Moses after 
he had died on Mount Pisgah: "But 
even the archangel Michael, when he 
was disputing with the devil about the 
body of Moses, did not dare to bring a 
slanderous accusation against him, but 
said, 'The Lord rebuke you I'" This ac­
count is not found in the Old Testa­
ment but is thou�ht to have been in­
cluded in a Christian treatise (now lost) 
entitled "the Assumption of Moses'' 
(cf. Buttrick, Interpreter's Dictionary, 
3:450), at least according to• Origen 
( On tlie Principles 3 .2. I). (Encyclopedia of Bible Difficulties, 

p. 430.)

3b. Brute beasts: 10 

ll PETER 2 
12 But these, as natural brute 

beasts, made to be taken and de­
stroyed, speak evil of the things that 
they understand not; and shall ut­
terly perish in their own corruption; 

le. Their brutish conversation: 

JUDE 
10 But these speak evil ef- those 

things which they know .not� but 
what they know naturally, as brute 
beasts, in those things they corrupt 
themselves. 

Like his brother James, Jude ·denounces the sins of the tongue frequently 
in his short epistle. He accuses them because they "speak evil of 
dignities" (v. 8) as well .as "of those things which they know not" (v.10). 
He refers to the gainsayings of Core" (v. 11) and the "hard speeches 
which ungodly sinners have spoken against him" (v. 15) as well as the 
"murmerers," "complainers," "whose mouth speaketh great swelling words" 
(v. 16). (Wolff, p. 91-92) 

2c. Their brutish conduct: 

The repeated use of "but these" is a contemptuous reference to the 
apostates of whom Jude speaks with increasing bitterness (12,14,19,20). 
Verse 10 falls into two balanced statements with the particles�, 
"on the one hand" and de, "on the other hand." 

ld. Their daring attitude to what they do not understand: l0a 

le. Their spiritual blindness: 

They "rail at whatsoever things they do not know," literally, 



"whatsoever things, indeed, they know not they defame." 
The raili�g (blasphemousin) reminds the reader of v. 8 
as being a characteristic of their conduct. 

The present tense suggests this to be their habitual 
reaction to "whatsoever things they know not," that -is, 
the invisible spiritual world, including angelic beings. 

Apostates do not personally know (oidasin) angels. They are 
naturally t blind to spiritual reality (:t• Cor. 2:7-14) and 
possess-satanically darkened minds (2 Cor. 4:4).

2e. Their personal boorishness: 

The less they know the more they biaspheme, rail, speak abusively. 
Since the tongue is an index of their inner character, in their 
reaction to the spiritual and supernatural realm they show 
their own abysmal ignorance. 

2d. Their destructive actions in the things they do understand: lOb 

le. Their standard: 

Over against the spiritual and supernatural things which 
they do not know stand "the things which they know by 
instinct, like unreasoning animals" (NASB). Claiming to 
be Christian, these apostates know only that which the 
beasts instinctively know. Jude pictures thefr gross state. 
Professing Christians know only what the irrational animals 
know and allow. themselves to be governed by animal instinct 
and passion. 

2e. Their destiny: 

Wolff fittingly remarks: 

"Jude uses scathing irony: What they don't know they 
blaspheme and-what they ·understand destroys them"(p. 93). 

The apostates live like irrational beasts which perish 
(Ps. 49:12,20). They turned the evangel into Epicureanism, 

"perverting the grace of God into lasciviousness and made 
their belly their god" (Rom. 16:18). 

_The end result is their total destruction or perversion 
(phtheirontai). Since the verb is either middle or passive 
in voice, the destruction may refer to a fate similar to that 
of the unbelieving Israelites, rebellious angels or debauched 
Sodomites (v. 7), or it may indicate that by their excess 
they will bring ruin upon themselves. At any rate, the very 
things which they enjoy will destroy them. 
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More Spongtaneous Eruptions 
An Episcopal bishop's unorthodoxy reaches epic proportions 

J 
esus Christ, as portrayed in
some New Testament passages, 

is "narrow-minded" and ''vindic­
tive." The Gospel writers "twisted'' 
the facts concerning Jesus' resur­
rection, which was never meant to 
be taken literally. The virgin birth 
of Christ is an unthinkable .notion, 
and there is not much value in the 
doctrine of the Trinity, or in the be­
lief that Jesus Christ was sent to 
save fallen humanity from sin. St. 
Paul, the missionary of Christianity 
to the Gentiles, was a repressed and 
"self-loathing" homosexual. As for 
the Old Testament, it contains a 
"vicious tribal code of ethics" at­
tributed to a "sadistic" God. The 
idea that Yahweh bestowed tho 

servative Protestants who take a literal view 
of biblical exegesis. Spong, 59, held similar 
beliefs in his boyhood as a practicing Pres­
byterian, and has admitted that Fundamen­
talism gave him a "love of Scripture that is 

.,. no longer present in the liberal tra­
a dition of the church." In taking aim 
; at literalism, Spong declares his goal 
� is to reveal the spiritual truths un­
! derlying the biblical text. Still, his 
5 book lashes out both at the conser­
� vative view of the Bible and at its· 

" i adherents, who are, Spong says, 
"' consumed by "enormous fear" of 

doctrinal uncertainty. 
Spong's wildly offbeat convic­

tion� raise an intriguing question: 
Are there any limits tp what an 
Episcopal leader may believe-or 
�isbelieve? His Paul-was-gay argu­
ment, based tenuous� upon the 
Apostle's unmarried state and fre-

Promised Land upon the Israelites Spong In Newark: Catholics and conservatives are fuming 

. quently mentioned sense of person­
al sin, is causing a growing-uproar 
among traditionalists. But conser­
vative Bishop William Frey, presi-

is "arro_ gance." I Are there limits to � tat a churcluna11 may disbelieve?
Excerpts from a tract by a 

staunch atheist? On the contrary, those are 
assertions offered by a bishop of America's 
Episcopal Church, John Spong of Newark, 
in his new book, Rescuing the Bible from
Fundamentalism (Harper San Francisco, 
$16.95). Spong's unorthodoxy is of long 
standing, but it has now reached epic pro­
portions. His previous book, Living in Sin?,
assailed Christian dos and don'ts on sex 
and asserted that nonmarital sex can be 
holy under some circumstances. After the 
work appeared in 1988, Spong ordained a 
sexually active gay priest, inspiring the 
Episcopal House of Bishops to "disassoci­
ate" itself from Spong's action. 

The provocative prelate also has Ro-

DISMISSED. Eight state tax-evasion 
charges;·against Leona Helmsley, 70, hotel 
operator; on the grounds of double jeopar­
dy; in New York. Helmsley is appealing an 
earlier federal decision, on which she was 
sentenced to four years in prison, fined 
$7 million and . ordered to perform 750 
hours of community service. 

DIED. Danny Thomas, 79, comedian and 
philanthropist; in Los Angeles. In the 1950s 
and '60s he starred in the television series 
Make Room for Daddy and 11ze Danny
Thomas Show as the family's cranky but 
kind patriarch. Born Muzyad Yakhoob to 
Lebanese imm,igrants in Deerfield, Mich., 
Thomas made a name for himself more as a 
storyteller than as a jokester in nightclubs, 
radio and films. In 1962 he founded the St. 
Jude Children's Research Hospital in 

62 

man Catholics fuming. A task force in his 
Newark diocese has just declared that Ca­
tholicism's view of women is ·"so insulting, 
so retrograde that we can respond only by 
saying that women should, for the sake of 
their own humanity, leave that commu­
nion." Spong handpicked the panel, and 
offers no particular criticism of its asser­
tions, though he says he might have em­
ployed milder language. Newark's Catho­
lic Archbishop, Theodore McCarrick, has 
decried the "offensive attacks" on 
Catholicism. 

In Rescuing the Bible, Spong brands tra­
ditional Catholicism as a "destructive" 
creed. But he is even more off ended by con-

Milestones 
Memphis to treat cancer-stricken ·young­
sters. The Saturday before he died he ap­
peared in his son's TV show Empty Nest.

DIED. James Knight, 81, co-founder of the 
Knight newspaper chain; in Santa Monica, 
Calif. In 1933 Knight, with his brother, in­
herited the troubled Akron Beacon Journal
and turned it around. The sclf-<.lescribed 
"nuts and bolts" man of the empire, 
Knight later pushed his brother to pur­
chase the Miami Herald, Detroit Free Press
and Philadelphia Inquirer. In 1974 they 
merged with Ridder Publications; the 
Knight-Ridder chain now has 29 dailies. 

DIED. PedroArrupe, 83, Spanish-born head 
of the Jesuits from 1965 to '83; in Rome. 
During his tumultuous reign over the larg­
est Roman Catholic order, Arrupc was 

TIME, FEBRUARY 18, 1991 

dent of Pennsylvania's Trinity Epis­
copal School for Ministry, doubts 

. any decisive stand will be taken by the 
church against his colleague's writings. 
"The House of Bishops has shown itself to 
be impotent in the face of challenges to the 
core beliefs of the church," Frey says. 
"We've been paralyzed by our politeness." 

Los Angeles Bishop Frederick Borsch, 
who chairs the hierarchy's theology com­
mittee (on which Spong sits), explains that 
"we are not a confessional church that 
tries to write a definition of orthodoxy. A 
Jot of us would defend tliis as the genius of 
Episcopalianism." Spohg's latest work, 
however, leaves the genius somewhat 
embattled. -By Richard N. OsUing. 

Reported by Michael P. Hanis/Newark 

considered one of the 
most influential superiors 
general in the Society of 
Jesus' 450-year history. In 
1981 Arrupe, whose liber­
al stances frequently put 
him at odds with the papa­
cy, suffered a stroke and 
in 1983 became the first 
superior general to resign instead of dying 
in office as his predecessors did. 

DIED. Dean Jagger, 87, actor in more than 
l 00 films who won an Oscar for 1welve
O'Clock High; in Santa Monica, Calif

DIED. Aaron Siskind, 87, photographer 
whose almost abstract black-and-white pic­
tures were an influence on postwar Ab­
stract Expressionists; in Providence. 
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Humanism's 
Fighting 
.Chance 

by HD IURNER 

My parents weren't 
real religious, but they thought it was a good thing to do-you know, 
send the little ones to Sunday school and church. And then, later, I 
was sent to a Presbyterian preparatory school in Tennessee, and it was 
extremely religious. For the six years that I was there-from seventh 
through twelfth grades-we had the Bible as a required course. For six 
straight years, we had prayer meetings and chapel every day-that's 
five days a week, usually for half an hour, plus Sunday school and church 
on Sunday. And we had evangelists come every month to save our souls. 
There was no other influence in my life at that time, and it was pounded 
into us so much that I was saved at least seven or eight times. 

Now, there are a lot of Christian ministers-and I spent a lot of 
time with them-who don•t like wishy,washy Christians. And rm not 
wishy,washy on anything, and wasn't then. Because, you know, if you 
accept the Bible for what it says-the New Testament at any rate, the 
way it's generally interpreted by the people I knew who believed in it­
then everybody's going to hell. T his life doesn't count for anything; it ,s 
just a transitory testing ground to see whether or not you're going to 
measure up to make it to heaven. You know,· either you 're going to be 

lhB 1990 luralsl d lie Yea
mrpn,wrcn11o11e in paradise forever-and they don't tell you very much about it, what 
D<ricadlfJIIMslogo c1cm1""'"'trfJ you 're going to get; they just tell you that it's going to be so good you 

can't even thin� about it-or not. And they sure tell you a lot about 
that other place-about the everlasting torment there. And so, when 
I was 17, I agonized at night thinking about this. I said to myself, if
that's the case, if this life doesn•t amount to anything, then what I bet, 
ter become is a missionary and go out there and find the poor souls•
that aren't subjected to all this good religion as we are here in this school,
that don't know they•re gonna go to hell and spend the rest of eternity
there. I'd better go out and help them.

So, for quite a while, I thought I was going to be a missionary. I
got permission to go to church on Wednesday nights and Saturdays,
as well as Sundays, plus vespers and all that other stuff. I mean, I was
into it, okay? T hen my sister got terminally ill. It took her five years
to finally pass away. It was real harsh, and I prayed for her-I prayed
and prayed and prayed, and nothing happened. And I couldn•t under,
stand why this loving, wonderful God that I had been taught was so

12 JANUARY /FEBRUARY 1991 TIIE HUMANIST 

-90-



Ep
is

co
pa

l p
an

el
 s
ee

ks
 

or
di

na
ti
on

 o
f 
ga

ys
 

NE
W

 Y
ORK

, N
.Y

. 
(A

P)
 -

Af
te

r 
th

ree
 y

ears
' w

or
k,

 a
 c

om
mi

ss
io

n 
of

 
th

e 
Ep

is
co

pa
l Ch

urc
h 

rec
omm

en
de

d 
Th

ursd
ay

 tha
t th

e 
w

ay
 be

 c
leared

 to
 

all
ow

 o
rdin

ati
on

 o
f 

ho
m

os
exu

als
 to

 
th

e p
ri

esth
ood.

 
U

nd
er

 th
e 

Ep
isco

pal
 p

ro
posal,

 d
e­

cis
io

ns
 abo

ut
 ordina

tio
n 

w
oul

d be
 le

ft
 

up
 to

 local
 di

ocesan
 b

ish
ops

 an
d th

eir
 

el
ec

te
d 

advisers.
 

Fri
da

y,
 M

arc
h 

1 ,
 1

99
1 

.
 

.
 

IB
E 

D
E

S 
M

O
IN

ES
 R

EG
IS

TE
R

/ 3
A 

-
-

C
H

R
IS

T
IAN

IT
Y

 T
O

D
A

Y
 

A
p

ri
l 

8
, 

1
9
9
1
 

6
1 

AP
O

S
TA

S
Y
 IN

 TH
E
 

MAI
N
LI

N
E
 

D
E
N
O

M
INA

TI
O

N
S
 

ME
T

H
O

D
IS

T
S

 

. 
R

e
th

in
k

in
g

 H
o

m
o

s
e

x
u

a
li

ty
?

 
A 

Un
ite

d 
M

et
ho

di
st

 st
ud

y 
co

m
m

itt
ee

 re
ce

nt
ly

 v
ot

ed
 17

 to
 4 

to
 rec

om
m

en
d 

th
e 

ch
urc

h'
s 

IS.
ye

ar
-o

ld
 s

ta
te

m
en

t, 
w

hi
ch

 
sa

ys
 t

he
 p

ra
ct

ic
e 

of
 h

om
os

ex
ua

lit
y 

is
 "

in
co

m
pa

tib
le

 w
ith

Ch
ris

tia
n 

te
ac

hi
ng

,"
 b

e c
ha

ng
ed

. I
t w

an
ts

 th
e s

ta
te

m
en

t t
o 

sa
y 

th
e c

hurch
 is

 "un
ab

le
 to

 a
rr

iv
e a

t a
 co

m
m

on
 m

in
d"

 o
n 

�
e s

ub
je

ct
. T

he
 re

po
rt

 ac
kn

ow
le

dg
ed

 so
m

e s
up

po
rt

 w
ith

in
 

th
e 

ch
urc

h 
fo

r 
th

e 
cu

rre
nt

 p
ol

ic
y,

 b
ut

 s
ai

d 
ot

he
rs

 b
el

ie
ve

 
ho

m
os

ex
ua

lit
y 

is
 ac

ce
pt

ab
le

 "
w

he
n 

pra
ct

ic
ed

 in
 a

 c
on

te
xt

 
of

 h
um

an
 ca

rin
g 

an
d 

co
ve

ne
nt

al
 fa

ith
fu

ln
es

s."
 

A 
m

in
ori

ty
 o

f t
he

 s
tu

dy
 c

om
m

itt
ee

 m
ai

nt
ai

ns
 t

ha
t 

th
e 

pres
en

t 
st

at
em

en
t 

ag
ai

ns
t 

ho
m

os
ex

ua
lit

y 
is

 c
orre

ct
. A

c•
 

co
rd

in
g 

to
 U

ni
te

d 
M

et
ho

di
st

 n
ew

s 
re

po
rt

s, 
on

e 
co

m
m

itt
ee

 
m

em
be

r, 
Ja

m
es

 H
ol

si
ng

er
, 

a 
la

y 
le

ad
er

 o
f 

th
e 

V
irgi

ni
a 

An
nu

al
 C

onf
ere

nc
e,

 re
po

rt
edl

y 
re

si
gn

ed
 h

is
 s

ea
t s

ayin
g 

he
 

co
ul

d 
no

t s
up

po
rt

 th
e 

m
aj

ori
ty

 d
ec

is
io

n.
 

Th
e 

co
m

m
itt

ee
's 

re
po

rt
 w

ill
 b

e 
co

ns
id

ere
d 

at
 t

he
 1

99
2 

ge
ne

ral
 c

onf
ere

nce
, t

he
 d

en
om

in
at

io
n'

s h
ig

hes
t po

lic
y-

m
ak

· 
in

g 
bo

dy
. 

SA
/
D

E
S
 M

O
IN

E
S
 S

UND
A

Y
R

E
G

IS
T

E
R
■

M
a
rc

h
3
, 
199

1 

Ch
ur

ch
 p
an

el
 

on
 s
ex

ua
lity

 
se

ek
s r

ef
or

m
 

L
ov

lsvlle
 C

IU
rllr

•J
OU

fflll
 

LO
U

IS
VI

LL
E

, KY
.�

 A
 P

res
byt

e­
ri

an
 C

hu
rc

h 
(U

.S
.A

.) 
ta

sk
 f

or
ce

 h
as

 
re

co
m

m
en

de
d 

th
at

 th
e 

ch
ur

ch
 p

erm
it

 
or

di
na

ti
on

 o
f 

ho
m

os
ex

ua
ls

 a
nd

 e
as

e 
res

tri
ct

io
ns

 o
n 

se
x 

ou
ts

id
e 

m
ar

ri
ag

e 
-

tw
o 

is
su

es
 c

er
ta

in
 t

o 
sp

ar
k 

fi
re­

w
or

ks
 a

t 
th

e 
de

no
m

in
at

io
n'

s 
G

en
er

al
A

ss
em

bl
y 

in
 J

un
e.

·
T

he
 S

pec
ia

l T
as

k 
F

or
ce

 o
n 

H
um

an
 

Se
xu

al
it

y 
_ w

as
 

co
m

m
is

si
on

ed
 

b
y 

di
e 

ch
urch

 in
 U

 ,S
, 

19
87

 
an

d 
ha

s
b�

en
 w

re
st

lin
g 
B
R
IE

F
S
 

w
it

h 
_ s

en
si

ti
ve

 -
-

-
-

-
-

­
an

d 
so

m
et

im
es

 c
on

tr
ov

ers
ia

l i
ss

ue
s 

fo
t 

th
ree

 y
ea

rs
. 

-n
e 

ta
sk

 fo
rc

e as
ks

 th
at

 its
 w

or
k 

be
st

ud
ie

d 
th

ro
ug

ho
ut

 t
he

 2
.9

 m
il

lio
n­

m
em

be
r 

de
no

m
in

at
io

n 
ov

er
 t

he
 n

ex
t 

tw
o 

ye
ars

. H
ow

ev
er

, s
ev

er
al

 p
re

sb
y­

te
ri

es
 h

av
e 

fi
le

d 
rec

om
m

en
da

ti
on

s 
ca

lli
ng

 f
or

 t
he

 Ge
ne

ra
l 

Ass
e

m
b

ly
 t

o 
sc

ra
p 

th
e 

re
po

rt
, s

ai
d 

F
re

d 
Je

nk
ins

, 
dir

ec
to

r 
of

 c
onst

it
uti

on
al

 se
rvi

ces
 fo

r 
th

e 
de

no
m

in
at

io
n'

s 
he

ad
qu

ar
te

rs
 i

n 
Lo

ui
sv

il
le

. 
• 

I 

'-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
___J

�
 

I 




